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Binghamton City School District
164 Hawley Street,  P.O. Box 2126
Binghamton, NY  13902-2126

Winter 2022 A letter from 

Superintendent 
Tonia Thompson

Dear Binghamton Families,

As this edition of BToday reaches you in the month of  
March, we look forward to the arrival of spring and warmer weather. 

It has been exciting to see the smiling faces of our students and staff as health departments 
across the state discontinued the mask mandate and wearing masks became optional. Our staff 
and students have honored individual choices around mask wearing as everyone continues 
to implement social distancing and healthy personal hygiene. We are able to allow more 
spectators at sporting events and more audience members at our shows and concerts. These 
changes are exciting, but we must remember that the COVID pandemic is not over, and we  
must continue to take steps to remain safe and healthy. 

March also represents the continuation of learning for faculty and staff across the 
district. On March 11, we continued our commitment to professional development 
during Superintendent’s Conference Day. We extended our learning on implicit  
bias, restorative practices, trauma-informed student mentoring and grading practices. 

It is truly amazing whenever we get to witness the impact that our district programs and 
community partners are making in student lives. Here, you will read a touching story 
about an East Middle School student and her treasured mentor, who have been working 
together each week for several years and built an incredible relationship during that time. 

You will also learn about our students stepping out of their comfort zones and engaging 
in creative, innovative opportunities. The BF Streamers, a club at Benjamin Franklin 
Elementary, is filming the daily announcements and sharing them virtually throughout the 
building, giving our students a chance to explore the world of broadcasting. 

You will also enjoy a new feature to BToday: an alumni spotlight, which will showcase 
a graduate who has connected in important ways to their community, along with seeing 
celebrations across our arts and athletic programs.

Together, we are better and stronger Patriots. 
 
 
With Patriot Pride,
   
 
 
 
Dr. Tonia Thompson
Superintendent of Schools
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Maggie Panko
West Middle School  
Assistant Principal

BCSD teacher named  
NYS Master Teacher

Recently Governor 
K a t h y  H o c h u l 
announced the incoming 
g r o u p  o f  M a s t e r 
Teachers for the state 
of New York. This year 
230 teachers joined the 
ranks of the statewide 
network of educators. 
One of those chosen 
was Binghamton City 
School District teacher 

Jeff Sabol. Master teachers are active beyond their classrooms, 
serving as curriculum and department leaders or members of 
the district and state-level committees. 

Sabol is a science teacher at West Middle School and said the 
Master Teacher program will allow him access to new resources 
and a network of skilled educators. 

 “I have always tried to find the latest and greatest ways of 
teaching a topic or ways to connect with my students and 
staff,” he said. “This program will allow me to network and 
have meaningful time to work with the best teachers out there 
and bring back what I learn to share with the students and staff 
of this great district.”

Sabol has been teaching in the district for more than 21 years 
and said it has been a rewarding experience.   

“I could not imagine a better place to grow as a person and 
educator,” Sabol said. “The challenges are real and the extremely 
diverse population of students and the equally diverse needs 
are also real.”

Growing up in a family 
of educators, Margarita 
Panko always knew 
her career path would 
revolve around teaching 
and inspiring children. 
Panko is the new Assistant 
Principal at West Middle 

School. She is originally from Johnson City, N.Y. but has 
worked in Raleigh-Durham, N.C. and Windsor, N.Y. 

“I enjoy working with middle school students because of the 
way they see the world,” she said.  “One hour can be vastly 
different than the next one, but they’re still at an age where 
they absorb what you’re saying, and you can see the lightbulb 
go off.”

Panko attended SUNY Oneonta for her undergrad in Adolescent 
Education and English, and Educational Technology 
graduate school programs. She also completed her School 
Administration and Supervision at Johns Hopkins University, 
School of Education. 

“I wanted to be a part of the BCSD because of the diverse 
community and the way diversity is embraced,” Panko said. 
“It is surreal to have watched all the hard work pay off to 
finally have gotten to this part of my career. I am so excited 
that I can continue extending my impact and that it’s with this 
school district. I am ecstatic to #BPatriotProud!” 

Binghamton names 
new administrator
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Franklin students try their 
hands at broadcasting
There are some up-and-coming broadcasters at Benjamin 
Franklin Elementary! The school’s BF Streamers club was 
established in March 2021. Today, the program is going strong 
and teaching students valuable communication skills. 

Each afternoon, the BF Streamers hop into the studio to record 
the morning announcements for the next day using a laptop, 
a video camera, and a green screen. The broadcast includes 
a variety of information, such as student birthdays, special 
shoutouts for positive behavior, the lunch menu, the weather, 
and educational information.

The following morning, they are broadcasted throughout the 
building and posted to the BF Streamers YouTube channel for 
students and families to enjoy. The experience gives the kids 
an opportunity to learn about public speaking, writing, video 
production and more.

“This is a generation where everyone wants to be a YouTuber, so 
this concept was an easy sell for our students,” special education 
teacher Quentin Ochs said. “They learn how to be in front of 
the camera, how to think on their feet, and be in the moment. 
Throughout their whole lives, there’s going to be things where 
they’re going to be up on stage, giving a presentation -- and 
those are really what we’re hoping to help the kids develop.”

On Feb. 28, our media partners at WBNG, WICZ, and WIVT 
visited the BF Streamers and even hopped in front of the green 
screen to show them how the pros do it! It was a fantastic 
experience for our students, and we can’t wait to watch them 
continue to grow and improve through the program.  

In November, Binghamton City School District graduate Austin 
Tanner returned to his roots to talk with BHS students about his 
career in broadcasting. Tanner visited the Media Arts class of 
his former teacher, Amanda Crans-Gentile, to share his journey 
to obtain a position in local media, working as sports anchor 
and news reporter at FOX 40 News WICZ-TV. 

One of Tanner’s main messages for the students was that it’s 
okay to be unsure of your career goals as a high schooler. He 
said he explored his interests at BHS by taking media arts and 
photography classes. Tanner said Mrs. Crans-Gentile was the 
first to show him how creative you could be with a camera and 
editing software. “From there, I was hooked,” Tanner recalled. 

Tanner began his college career at SUNY Broome, while 
also working at Fox 40 as a Production Assistant and Sports 
Videographer. He continued his studies at SUNY Oswego, 
graduating in 2019 with a Broadcasting Major and Sports 
Studies Minor and returning to Fox 40, this time, as the station’s 
Sports Anchor and News Reporter.

Tanner was both an athlete and a performer as a Binghamton 
student, experiences that helped shape his future career path. 

“I could not have had the confidence to be on camera, or in 
front of a newer audience without all of those involved with my 
theatre productions during my time at the high school,” Tanner 
said. 

Shortly after Tanner’s visit, he took the next step in his career, 
becoming weekday sports anchor at KTIV News 4 in Sioux City, 
Iowa. We wish this proud Patriot all the best in his new chapter.

“I could not have had the confidence to  
be on camera or in front of a newer audience 

without all of those involved with theatre  
productions during my time at the high school.”

 - Austin Tanner

E D U C A T E 
E M P W E R
CHALLENGE

+

BHS alum returns to talk TV career

Alumni Spotlight
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We could not be more Patriot proud of senior Nysein Reese, the 
winner of this year’s prestigious Patriot Scholarship. Reese plans 
to attend the State University of New York at Buffalo. He’s set on 
a career in medicine after facing his own health challenges.  

“I chose this path because of my own medical journey,” said 
Reese. “I either want to become a pediatric nurse, or a doctor 
of some kind.” 

Reese was diagnosed with end-stage renal failure last February 
and underwent a kidney transplant in August. He is the picture 
of perseverance, maintaining his focus on his studies and 
positive attitude along the way. 

Reese is an active member of the senior class and also participates 
in track and field.

The Patriot Scholarship was established at BHS in the late 1980s 
by an anonymous donor. The recipient must be in the top 100 of 
their class. Winners receive $5,000 for their first year of college 
and will receive $2,500 annually for the following three years, 
contingent upon them maintaining a 2.8 GPA. 

Senior awarded  
Patriot 
Scholarship

“I chose this path because of my  
own medical journey.”

   - Nysein Reese

Students named Akshar All-Stars
On Nov. 18 two fifth-grade students from the 
Binghamton City School District were recognized as 
Akshar All-Stars. Thomas Jefferson student Abigail 
Okogu and Horace Mann student Dante Osborne 
received a surprise visit from Senator Fred Akshar 
to announce their awards. An Akshar All-Star is a 
student who has shown great leadership, compassion, 
school spirit, or improvement amongst their peers. 
This is the fourth year of the program. 

The students being acknowledged have undoubtedly 
brought a unique positivity to their classrooms and 
communities and we are so grateful that they were 
able to be recognized and celebrated.

E D U C A T E 
E M P W E R
CHALLENGE

+
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Our district’s commitment to cultural responsiveness and 
inclusivity remains ever strong. In January, all employees district-
wide engaged in a virtual professional development session 
focusing on implicit bias, and how our biases have the potential 
to impact our students. This session was facilitated by educator 
and presenter Roseann Bayne, Assistant Superintendent of 
Instruction at CiTi BOCES. 

The reality is that everyone carries biases that impact the way 
we think and feel about the world around us. This training 
provided an authentic and engaging opportunity for our faculty 
and staff to identify and confront their biases in order to create 
an academic environment where every student feels accepted 
and welcomed. If left unchecked, our biases have the potential 
to negatively impact our students. Bayne shared data that 
demonstrated that students, particularly Black female students, 
are sometimes unfairly penalized due to dress code violations 
and hairstyles. It is critical that we, as educators, actively work 
to break down barriers and bias patterns.  

For the latest updates on this important work, please visit the 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) page on the district 
website, www.binghamtonschools.org. 

BCSD continues commitment 
to equity through  
professional development

January was National Mentor Month, and Spectrum News 
visited East Middle School to highlight some of the amazing 
bonds formed through the Binghamton City School District’s 
mentor program. 

One such bond has truly stood the test of time. Mentor volunteer 
Janet Denman and eighth grader Haleigh Scofield began 
working together when Haleigh was a student at Ben Franklin 
Elementary. Denman, a retired nurse, jumped at the chance to 
get involved with the mentor program several years back. 

“Somebody who’s a retired teacher told me about this. She 
explained that it’s one hour a week, and you get to work 
individually with a student,” Denman said. “I thought, oh, that 
seems like it would be quite interesting.”

The experience has proven to be both interesting, and rewarding 
for both parties, who have formed a close relationship. 

“I get to just talk to someone every week, and I’ve kind of grown 
up with her because I’ve been talking to Miss Janet since the 
third grade,” Scofield said. “She’s kind of like a grandma to me.” 

Mentorship makes a difference in student lives
“I see people in different situations, what their situations are, 
the difficulties that people have,” Denman said. “It’s been a real 
lesson in people connections.”

Have an hour a week to spend with a student in our district? 
Make a difference, be a mentor! Email program coordinator 
Mary Ann Dorner at DornerM@binghamtonschools.org for 
more information. 
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Escape Vroom -Problem 2, Division 2
West Middle School  - First Place
East Middle School- Second Place 

Classics… The Musical Production-  
Problem 3, Division 2
East Middle School- First Place 

Matryoshka Structure- Problem 4, Division 2
East Middle School- Second Place
West Middle School- Third Place 

Matryoshka Structure- Problem 4, Division 3
Binghamton High school- First Place 

Life is a Circus- Problem 5, Division 1
Thomas Jefferson- Third Place

Odyssey of the Mind tournament 2022

 
Strong showings for all of our other 
teams as well:
Escape Vroom- Problem 1, Division 1

Benjamin Franklin- 6th Place 
 
Life is a Circus- Problem 5, Division 2
Benjamin Franklin- 4th Place

MacArthur- 6th Place

Calvin Coolidge- 7th Place

Woodrow Wilson- 9th Place

Life is a Circus Problem 5, Division 2
East Middle School- 4th Place

And our many Primary Teams
Calvin Coolidge

Woodrow Wilson

Ben Franklin

MacArthur 
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Each year the Binghamton City Schools Foundation provides 
grants to school district staff members for special projects or 
activities that fall beyond the scope of the district’s operating 
budget. The foundation funds worthwhile programs, equipment, 
trips, or activities that ordinarily can’t be supported as part of 
the school operating budget but benefit the growth, education, 
and development of students. 

In 2021, the foundation awarded nearly $40,000 in grants. 
Grants for this year have been awarded across the district and 
include projects from drones, quiet reading nooks, and exercise 
equipment. 

“We are really excited to support these wonderful grants, 
especially during this continuing and challenging time of 
COVID,” said Jennifer Corby, the president of the Binghamton 
City Schools Foundation. “The teachers came up with super 
ideas. It was a pleasure to see such a broad spectrum of projects 
that also reached all of the age groups.” 

District Challenge Coordinator, Sarah McLaughlin was awarded 
a grant for  “The Sky’s the Limit; Educational Drone Project. 
Her project will allow students to assemble drones, learn about 
the practice and coded flight and talk about the ethics of the 
use of drones. McLaughlin said that she wants students to have 
authentic experiences that translate to their lives outside of 
school. 

“I think it is important to start building due to the pandemic, 
students have had limited opportunities to play with their peers.  
This grant will allow them to engage with other students in a 
semi-structured environment in a fun way that practices the 

skills they are learning from our Social-Emotional Curriculum.

Thomas Jefferson Elementary Teachers Mari Anne Hertzog and 
Kristen Klein applied for a grant to get kids moving through a 
tracked walking program for students during recess and class 
movement breaks. Hertzog said that the Fitness Finders Mileage 
Club allows each student to get a lanyard with an app and card 
that tracks laps and calculates miles walked. Students then 
receive charms that they can put on their lanyard for different 
distances completed. 

“We wanted to bring this program to the school to encourage 
the kids to move more, to get more steps in their day,” Hertzog 
said. “This program helps students to track their daily exercise 
and see their progress while offering incentives and rewards for 
their success.”

Another way the foundation has been helping students get 
more exercise is through their “Get Up and Move Grant” which 
provided $20,000 worth of exercise equipment to students 
across the district. 

Aubrie Smith is a Math Interventionist at Woodrow Wilson 
Elementary School. She was awarded a grant to provide toys 
and activities for first-grade students to use in small groups 
during indoor recess. These Legos, building blocks, games, and 
magnetic blocks can be used on days when students cannot go 
outside. 

“This project was important to me because I feel that students 
need time to play with other students to help develop important 
social skills, especially in the younger grades,” Smith said. “Due 
to the pandemic, students have had limited opportunities to play 
with their peers. This grant will allow them to engage with other 
students in a semi-structured environment in a fun way that 
practices the skills they are learning from our Social-Emotional 
Curriculum.” 

BCS Foundation awards nearly $40,000 in grants in 2021
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Sometimes, our little learners experience big feelings, and they 
need help coping with them. This school year, school social 
worker Cristin Plourde has been bringing social-emotional 
learning lessons to classrooms at MacArthur Elementary, 
including Mrs. Steed’s first-grade class. In February, Plourde 
stopped in to deliver a social-emotional learning lesson on 
“anger rules”, and “anger fixers”. 

All MacArthur students in grades K-5 are actively engaged in 
Social Emotional Learning (SEL) curriculum, with children in 
grades K-2 working with Plourde, and grades 3-5 working with 
fellow social worker Griffin McIver. Students in all buildings 
across the district have access to the Connected and Respected 
Curriculum for SEL. According to Plourde, the sooner you can 
get students started on their SEL journeys, the better.

“It is important to explicitly teach social-emotional learning, 
similar to how we teach math or reading, to all students.  
Providing students with the skills on making connections 
with others, expressing their feelings in appropriate ways, 
and problem solving has become a routine part of their 
education,” Plourde said. “This focus on all aspects of learning 
is the foundation that can be built upon in middle and high 
school. We’re helping to build caring, respectful learning 
environments, where students feel connected to school and 
have the tools they need to be successful. “

It also helps school social workers get to know students 
proactively, building a strong foundation of positive 
relationships that will come in handy when students are 
struggling. 

“Being in classrooms allows us to get to know and build 
relationships with all students,” Plourde said. “Students are 
then familiar with us and are more comfortable to reach out 
for help when needed.  They have a better understanding of 
our role in the school and how we can help. 

This particular lesson centered around yoga, breathing, and 
meditation, with students up out of their seats doing certain 
poses, stretches and breathing exercises. It’s safe to say, 
everyone was feeling happier and more relaxed by the end. 

E D U C A T E 
E M P W E R
CHALLENGE

+

Elementary students embrace Social-Emotional Learning 
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Black History Month celebrations across BCSD
At every building and grade level throughout the Binghamton 
City School District, Black history was being honored and 
celebrated all February long. From art, music, history, and 
more, students were taking part in vital and engaging lessons 
that celebrate the incredible contributions of African American 
people in our nation’s history. 

You couldn’t miss the Black History Month pride at Woodrow 
Wilson Elementary, where classrooms were given the task of 
collaboratively choosing a person in history for Black History 
Month. The classrooms then created a life-sized version of 
that individual outside in the hallway outside their classroom. 
Some of the individuals included Mary W. Jackson, a NASA 
mathematician, and scientist, and Louis Armstrong, a jazz 
singer and trumpeter. 

Throughout Black History Month, soulful sounds filled music 
classrooms, like Jennifer Tigue’s second-grade music class at 
Calvin Coolidge. Tigue’s students learned about Harriett Tubman 

and played instruments and sang songs of the Underground 
Railroad, like “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,” “Wade in the Water” 
and “Follow the Drinkin’ Gourd.” 

At Binghamton High School, Restorative Practices Coordinator 
Angela Panigrosso and the building’s Sisterz 4 Sisterz club 
dedicated the building’s weekly Patriot Period to honoring 
Black history throughout the month of February. The club chose 
quotes from notable Black individuals in history, and students 
and teachers discussed how the words impacted them during 
this morning’s Patriot Period. It was wonderful having student 
voices leading these important discussions about how far we’ve 
come, and how far we have yet to go in terms of achieving racial 
justice and equality in the United States. 

These are just a few examples of the ways our students and 
schools celebrated Black history throughout the month.

E D U C A T E 
E M P W E R
CHALLENGE

+
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In the fall of 2016, Erin Thompson-Miller and Dario Vazquez 
were looking for a project to work on for their administration 
degree at SUNY Cortland. Their assignment was to build a 
program based on a need they saw in the district. Thompson-
Miller and Vazquez were both teachers at Roosevelt Elementary 
School at the time and saw students who were extremely athletic 
but had no outlet for their abilities. 

“We just wanted to provide the students with an opportunity 
to grow their love of a game, pride in our district, and combine 
it with lessons in responsibility, life, and commitment to 
education,” Vazquez said.

Since the duo started the program, it has grown exponentially. 
This year there were a total of eight teams and more than 300 
students attended tryouts. Thompson-Miller said she was 
shocked at the number of students who came out for tryouts. 

“Honestly we were shocked! We didn’t anticipate that at all 
obviously - and while it was a good problem to have, it ended up 
being VERY difficult to evaluate the students and we had to call 
students back numerous times,” Thompson-Miller said. 

She said they had to recruit additional evaluators in the moment 
and had to schedule additional dates to accommodate the large 
numbers of students trying out. 

The program also expanded to include 2nd graders this year. 
Another change was participating in the Binghamton Bulldogs 
League which, while including other area districts, severely 
limited the travel which made more sense for the goal of 
servicing more families. 

Thompson-Miller is currently the district’s Information 
Technology Director and, although she loves her job, she misses 
the daily interaction with students that she used to have as a 
teacher. 

“Getting hugs at practice and having students celebrate their 
wins or tell me they practiced on their own over the weekend - it 
brings me joy to hear that just like it used to when the students 
in my classroom would share,” she said.  

She loves being able to see the effect it has on the students 
including her son. 

“The kids look up to their coaches and you can see the respect 
and the change in their attitude from their interactions at the 
practices,” she said. “They are happy to be a part of something 
bigger than themselves and we are lucky to be able to provide 
that to them.” 

Vazquez is currently the principal at Calvin Coolidge Elementary 
and said that being a part of the basketball program gives him a 
connection to the game he loves. 

“When I was a coach, I was able to see the relationships that I 
formed with the players,” he said. “There are always life lessons 
to be learned, especially through sports and this is another way 
to impart those lessons on the students. It’s never just about 
athletics, we talk to the kids about academics, behavior, and 
athletics in conjunction with each other to better themselves as 
people.” 

Both Thompson-Miller and Vazquez have been thrilled with 
how the program is growing and know the program is teaching 
kids more than just how to play basketball. 

“Being a part of this program has helped the community work 
together by carpooling, fundraising, and supporting these 
students,” Vazquez said. “The players form a bond with each 
other despite what schools they attend. It might ultimately help 
them to get up each day and get to school, make better choices 
throughout the day, and foster relationships with more adults 
they can reach out to not only now but in the future.”

Binghamton Junior Patriots finish season strong

“They are happy to be a part of something bigger 
than themselves and we are lucky to be able to 
provide that to them.”

 
- Erin Thompson-Miller

E D U C A T E 
E M P W E R
CHALLENGE

+
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ConnectedConnected
Now more than ever, it’s 
important to stay in contact 
with your child’s school.

• Download the BCSD app

• Visit www.binghamtonschools.org often

• Call your building to be sure your  
contact information is up to date


